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The WWII Story of Brisbane - a Major Tourist Attraction. 

Many thanks to our Association’s Special Projects Officer - Mr Peter Rasey, for compiling the  

following fascinating narrative to this News Flash 106.  

In 2020, following the work on the restoration of the “National Australia Remembers Freedom 

Wall” the National 50th Anniversary Memorial to the ending of WWII, the late Sir Frank Moore 

commented that the WWII story of Brisbane lent itself to being a major tourist attraction for 

Brisbane. At the time, efforts were being made to name “Pensacola Convoy Place” at 

Hamilton.    

Sir Frank was particularly taken with that project, as he could recall as a young boy of barely 

11 years, standing at the Apollo Ferry Terminal in Brisbane, watching the “USS Pensacola” 

arrive in the Hamilton Reach of the Brisbane River. He also recalled the Bombing of Pearl 

Harbour and the uproar it caused in the street where he and his family lived at Bulimba. 

Sir Frank was right, as the story he recalled can be seen in the “Streets of Remembrance 

Program” run by the Brisbane City Council. But the story currently is told in more detail in the 

entries in the Australian War Memorial “Places of Pride”.  

This Newsflash 106 tells the story of Brisbane and WWII through the “Places of Pride” 

references, as recalled by Sir Frank. Obviously, one needs to start with the Bombing of Pearl 

Harbour, and at New Farm, the RSL have created that story at the “Allies Memorial”. 

See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271800 

 

For me, the key is the “Pensacola Convoy” arriving in Brisbane and while I wrote the Petition, 

the key individual in that naming was - historian and author Noel Tunny, who was well known 

to Sir Frank Moore. See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271553 

What astounds me is that the Convoy sailed into Brisbane on the 22nd of December 1941, 

arriving, due to the work of Richard Casey, who spent from 1939 to 1941 pushing the case 

for Brisbane, his birthplace, but not a town he is usually associated with. Six years later a 

parade of an unknown US Soldier occurred. That unknown soldier was loaded on to the 

“USAT Goucher Victory” (22nd of December 1947). The ship sailed just a few days later, 

bound for the USA with another 1,800 coffins.  

See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271549 
 

That historical fact is incredible, but it was well known to Sir Frank Moore. He said while he 

was alive, that to have a defined opening line to a historical chapter for a City was rare, but 

to have a closing chapter that is so nicely book-ended, it is very special indeed: “22nd of 

December to the 22nd  of December”[See Page 5 under the headings – The Opening and 

Closing Chapters]  And more the mystery, is the question - who arranged the “Parade of the 

Unknown Soldier?” 
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The WWII history of Brisbane can be found at “Camp Coot-tha” (on Mt Coo-tha). See: 

https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271554 ; at the National Coastwatchers 

Memorial. See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271539 ; in City Hall at the WWII 

Signatures Wall. See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271824 ; at the 

MacArthur Museum; See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271795 ; and at about 

another 200 other Memorial and Museums sites. 

And while the 22nd of December may be a timeline of an opening and closing Chapter, of 

WWII in Brisbane, emotionally standing on the Aft Deck of the “HMAS Diamantina” (located 

at the Queensland Maritime Museum) is a real highlight, as on that Aft Deck - one of the last 

Surrenders of the Japanese in WWII, took place. 

See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/259665  

 

Not to be outdone however, the Maritime Museum has an amazing WWII Relic from the 

“Bombing of Darwin” in the form of the “HMAS Swan” Flagpole.  

See: https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/271564  

 

All in all, the Brisbane WWII narrative is spell binding. 

Thank you, Sir Frank Moore [29/11/1930 - 10/10/2024] RIP. 

Peter Rasey. 

 

[Editor’s Note:  
To provide additional information about the arrival of the “USS Pensacola”  and  the departure six 
years later of the “USAT Goucher Victory”,  I have added a portion of our Association’s previously 
published News Flash 83 dated 11th February 2024, as an Add-on to Peter Rasey’s narrative given 
in this News Flash.  
~ Mike Harris.] 

 

 
Fraternally yours, 

 
Mike Harris, Newsletter Editor, 
President & Life Member,  
Australian American Association, Brisbane,  
23rd June 2025. 
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Add-on portion of previously issued News Flash 83, is provided as follows …. 

 

 

“Installation of the “USAT Goucher Victory Memorial Sign” 
 

 
The Memorial Sign reads - “USAT Goucher Victory”. 

 

The US Maritime Commission built a class of merchant ships called Victory Ships and 

the “USAT Goucher Victory” was one of them named in honour of Goucher College 

which had a proud connection to WWII. In 1947, the “USAT Goucher Victory” collected 

and transported 1,800 coffins of deceased US service personnel back to the US who had 

been buried in Australia. A ceremony was held in the Brisbane City Hall on the 22nd  of 

December 1947 to honour the American dead. A coffin containing the body of an 

Unknown Soldier was paraded through Brisbane to “USAT Goucher Victory” berthed 

at Newstead Wharf, watched by approximately 30,000 Brisbane residents. The 22nd of 

December 1947, echoing the arrival of Pensacola Convoy on the 22nd December 1941 in 

Brisbane. 

This Memorial Sign is located at the river-end of the Maud Street entrance, to the Park. 

The entrance was used by the “Parade of the Unknown Soldier”, which was the last 

coffin of a US Serviceman loaded onto the “USAT Goucher Victory”, on the 22nd of 

December 1947. 
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The coffin of the unknown US Serviceman being transported in a 

solemn procession through the Brisbane CBD to Newstead. The 

Procession was watched by over 30,000 Brisbane residents.  

 

 

The coffin being transported finally through the gates of Newstead 

Wharves. 

 

A mere six years to the day, since the Pensacola Convoy arrived on the 22nd December 

1941 to render on-the-ground assistance to Australia, against the Japanese assault 

expected, following the bombing of Pearl Harbour (as you may know - Pearl Harbor was 

the US Naval base, west of Honolulu, that was bombed by the Imperial Japanese Navy 

on the 7th December 1941, in a surprise attack).  
 

The Memorial Sign follows the successful lobbying by our Australian American 

Association, Brisbane for the naming of “Pensacola Convoy Place”. You may recall our 

Association’s News Flash 10 in which a particularly important request came from our 
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Association’s Member - Mr Peter A Rasey, for the lodgement of an E-Petition to the 

Brisbane City Council to name “Pensacola Convoy Place” after the first American WWII 

Convoy into Brisbane. You may further recall our Association’s later News Flash 59 

where Peter and our Association were similarly active in requesting the lodgement of 

a further E-Petition to the Brisbane City Council for the installation of the “USAT 

Goucher Victory Memorial Sign”. 

The "USAT Goucher Victory Memorial Sign" installed at Newstead Terrace Park, now 

locks-in the Closing Chapter of WWII in Brisbane that ensued on the 22nd of December 

1947.  

 

The Opening Chapter being the arrival of the Pensacola Convoy which berthed on the 

22nd of December 1941. The story began with the first presence of US Forces in 

Australia, when a convoy of 7 cargo and troop ships (known as the “Pensacola Convoy”) 

was being escorted by the “USS Pensacola”, en-route to re-equip the US Base in Manila. 

However, following the bombing of Pearl Harbour by Japanese forces, the convoy was 

diverted to Brisbane.  The convoy was the first of the military forces (US battalions of 

men with their military equipment, including tons of ammunition and aircraft) to 

arrive from the US on Australian soil. The convoy discharged its men and equipment 

at a location at Hamilton Wharf - now known as “Pensacola Place” at Brett’s Wharf. 

  The Heavy Cruiser  -  “USS Pensacola” 

 

 

 

US National Guard soldiers marching 

along Racecourse Road Hamilton in 

Brisbane, after being discharged from 

their troop ships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victory Class Ship “USAT Goucher Victory”. 

 

The Closing Chapter occurred a mere six years later on the 22nd of December 1946, as 

the last Americans left on the “USAT Goucher Victory”. The coffins of the deceased US 

Service Personnel were transported all the way back to the United States of America. 


