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vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ 

QLD REVIEW  
 

LǎǎǳŜ мту !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнр 

Womenôs Royal Australian Army Corps 

24th May, General Meeting and Annual General Meeting  

Followed by a Social Gathering in recognition of the WRAAC Associationõs 45th Birthday 

Barbara, Zena and Pam 

Left to Right: Jan, Terrie-Ann, Carol, Marianne, Coral, Marilyn, 
Trish, Narelle, Carmel, Janine, Judy, Dee, Maggie, Larraine. 
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In 1978 the inaugural Conference of the 
WRAAC Association Australia was held with a 
view of forming an Association.    
 
Attending Delegates included representatives 
from NSW, SA, Vic and WA.    
 
Corps members in Queensland took a keen   
interest in the process and started seeking     
expressions of interest for the formation of       
an Association in Queensland.   

  
As you can imagine there was lots of behind the 
scenes work and at the time only landline 
phones and typewriters (if you were lucky) were 
the only form for getting in touch with              
interested members. 
 
With some of the founding members already  
financial with the NSW Association and aware of 
the groundwork that had taken place, a steering 
committee was set up.  
 
 The first meeting to establish an Association in 
Queensland was convened on the 24th May 

1980.  Fifty-Eight (58) ex-regular and CMF WRAAC      
attended with a further thirty-seven (37) apologies received and the Association was formed. 
  
  
The Association was affiliated with the Australian Body for many years and in that time provided 
delegates to attend conferences held in various States.  However, in March 1987 it was decided 
that the Queensland Association would withdraw from the National Body.  
 
The Association became Incorporated on 23 March 1995. 
 
In the last 45 years since that first meeting over 500 WRAAC have passed through our doors. 
Some, for a short period of time, others for the long haul.  Currently there are 20 original     
members from 1980. 
 
The fact that we were an important part in the history of womenôs service in our Australia's     
Defence Force is the common thread that binds us all together. Maintaining ongoing  
friendships and care for our more senior members strengthens that thread. 
 
While there have been many mile stones in the Association's History, the respectful  association 
and friendship we have with our service counterparts in other States and also with the many 
women from other Services, past and present day, is both gratifying and rewarding.  
 
 
From our inception, the Yearly Subscription has remained at $15.00.  We do our best to        
subsidise where we can and we are very grateful to both Geebung RSL and Sunnybank RSL 
Sub Branch for supporting us by waiving venue hire fees. 

 

Excerpt from Carolyn Paulôs report to the Meeting.  
 

 

Cindie, Carolyn, Margaret, Lyn and Di 

Val, Karen, Dot and Chris 
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 At the  meeting, the Executive took the opportunity of presenting Life       
Membership to Stella Freeman, who lives in Yeppoon so on this occasion it 
was undertaken by phone.  

Stella Freeman nee McComisky was one of the members on the steering committee and prior to 
that, she was instrumental in putting advertisements in the newspapers calling for expressions of 
interest from Corps members regarding the proposed formation of an Association.  As mentioned 
previously, the collection of details of persons who were interested, the recording of all details 
and then writing or phoning them was all done by landline phones and typewriters as it was late 
1978/79 . 
 
Stella was contacted by the late Thelma Crouch OAM and Jay Chadwick who expressed their 
keen interest and shared that they had attempted to do this as well, but from Stellaôs recollection, 
she thought that they may have only been seeking CMF/Reserve ladies. (I have been unable to 

confirm this comment) 
 
Stella advised that she continued weekly meetings with Thelma, and    
others on occasions who were already members of the New South Wales  
Association. 
 
She continued to play a large part and while pregnant she became a 
member of the steering committee which included Heather Reynolds, 
Thelma Crouch, Jay Chadwick, Mary Morrow and Noela Wotherspoon.  

Stella was not present for the inaugural meeting as she had moved to 
Yeppoon however, she enrolled with  the Association and has been a 
member since May 1980.  
 

CONTINUED 

 

From the Presidentõs Pen  

Hello All 
As you will see when browsing this Newsletter, it has been a very busy 3 months, 

and while Gwenda (our Editor) is having a fabulous holiday, yours truly with fingers crossed 
has put this together. 
 
I hope everyone is coping with the crazy weather, good for some, not so good for others.       
Personally, I will be happy to see the rain go somewhere it is needed as I am still waiting to have 
some trees that went over during Cyclone Alfred professionally cleaned up.          
The ongoing rain has turned the yard into a sponge so fingers crossed the August Ekka winds 
may dry it out.  
 
I would like to welcome our two new Committee members, Di Elsworth and Cheryle Phillips and 
say goodbye to Narelle Gourlay and Chris Clancy. Thank you for your dedication to the           
Association and all that you undertook.  Best wishes for the future and whatever else you 
choose to take on.  
 
Welcome to our new Association members, Kay Cleak nee Allison, aka Bushell; Gloria  
Kilpatrick nee Quadrio; Carol Dawson aka Proudlock; Sue Hannant nee Smith and Gay  
Liddington nee Steley, aka Whitworth aka Dean. 
 
Sadly our member Gwen Braga OAM nee Lewis passed away on the 18th June. On the 8th July, 
representatives of our Association, and the Centenary Suburbs RSL Sub Branch  
attended her funeral. Recent news is that Gwenôs husband passed on the 23 July 2025. 

 

May Gwen Rest in Peace   
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Kay Halford  (President)             Carmel  Tunstall (Vice President)      Marjorie  McShane (Secretary)         Carolyn  Paul (Treasurer) 

Cindie Manzie (Asst. Treasurer/Regalia)       Gwenda  Smith (Editor/Merchandise)                Terrie-Ann Howard(Wellbeing Support) 

Cheryle Phillips (Committee)                       Di Elsworth (Committee)                                             Daniela Bensen (Librarian) 

MEET THE NEW COMMITTEE FOR 2025ñ2026  

ûǅȭșȼȋṽɇȊṽâȓɇʃɇȋɭǅɪȓɵḸĚșǩǰɇɵṽǅʃṽJʣǰȼʃɵṽ 

rȺǅȋǰɵṽǅȼǩḸɇɭṽʣșǩǰɇɵṽȺǅʪṽǡǰṽʃǅȭǰȼṽɇȊṽǅʃʃǰȼǩǰǰɵṽǅʃṽǅȼʪṽɇȊṽɇʋɭṽJʣǰȼʃɵ 
ûȓǰɵǰṽʣșǩǰɇɵṽǅȼǩṽșȺǅȋǰɵṽȺǅʪṽǡǰṽʋɵǰǩṽǡʪṽʃȓǰṽ ɵɵɇǢșǅʃșɇȼṽșȼṽʃȓǰṽ´ǰʤɵȱǰʃʃǰɭṽǅȼǩḸɇɭṽɇȼṽɇʋɭṽěǰǡɵșʃǰṽșȼṽ
ɇɭǩǰɭṽʃɇṽɪɭɇȺɇʃǰṽǅȼǩṽɭǰɪɇɭʃṽɇȼṽʃȓǰṽ ɵɵɇǢșǅʃșɇȼḫ 
 
ṽrȊṽʪɇʋṽǩɇṽȼɇʃṽʤșɵȓṽʃɇṽǅɪɪǰǅɭṽșȼṽǅȼʪṽɪȓɇʃɇȋɭǅɪȓɵṽǅʃṽʃȓǰṽJʣǰȼʃḬṽɪȱǰǅɵǰṽǢɇȼʃǅǢʃṽʃȓǰṽíǰǢɭǰʃǅɭʪḭ 

ɵǰǢɭǰʃǅɭʪʤɭǅǅǢṓɬȱǩỗɇʋʃȱɇɇȭḫǢɇȺ 

mailto:secretarywraac_qld@outlook.com
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On the 3rd May 2025, the 83rd Anniversary of the Battle of Coral Sea Wreath-laying                     
Commemoration, was held at the Australian American War Memorial, Lyndon Baynes Johnson Place 
Newstead Park Brisbane. The Australian American Associationôs Patron - Her Excellency the Governor 
of  Queensland, the Honourable Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM, attended this service. Over 280 guests,  
including the 60 wreath-layers, the representatives of government, relevant veterans associations and all 
other guests who attended our Service to remember those who fought and those who died, in this epic  
battle, from 4th to 8th May 1942, that saved Australia from invasion.  
Guests also attended, to lay wreaths to remember relatives, friends and loved ones, who served in all     
Allied theatres of war.  

 
 
Attendance at event of a Very Special Guest: We were again most         

honoured and blessed to have seated among us, a ñVery Special Guestò and a Living legend - the 103-year
-old Royal Australian Navy Veteran Mr Bill White - the last-living RAN   survivor, who served as a     
telegraphist on board the Australian Navy Cruiser HMAS Hobart, during the Battle of the Coral Sea. 
Billôs presence at our Commemoration Service made the event so much more hallowed. Bill received 
great applause and recognition by all who attended. 

 
Excerpts from  Newsletter Edition 28A of the Australian American Association Queensland Division, Brisbane  

 
 

Beautiful Newstead Parkðwith the Australian American War Memorial standing majestically 
at the left of the picture. Breakfast Creek can be seen directly above, flowing into the Brisbane    
River, at far left. Historic newstead House sits impressively on the hill. 

Kay Halford President of
 WRAAC Association (Qld).  

Vice President Carmel Tunstall laid  a wreath on  
behalf of the WRAAC Association. 

L ŦŜƭǘ ƛǘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ²w!!/ !ǎǎƴΦ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ŀ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ  
/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŎƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ {95 bŜǿ CŀǊƳΣ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ млǘƘ aŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ a/Φ 5ŀǊǊŜƴ /ǳǊǝǎΣ DǳŜǎǘ 
{ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ²ƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ Wŀǎƻƴ [ȅƴŀƳ w!!C ŀƴŘ   
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛƎƴƛǘŀǊƛŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻũ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ   
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Congratulations to the Captain and Crew of the cruise ship SS SUNNY 
COAST for their Annual Luncheon at the Maroochy RSL Events     

Centre on Thursday 5 June 2025  
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Continued 
 SS SUNNY COAST Annual Luncheon at the Maroochy RSL Events Centre,    on Thursday 5 June 2025  

It was with much excitement that I embarked on 
the good ship ñSS Sunny Coastò when it docked 
at Maroochy RSL on the 5th June. 
The Captain and Crew were delightful. 
Fun,entertainment and service were enjoyed by 
all. The dress of all passengers was of a high 
standard. Thanks for having us on board. 
Carmel 


